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Second Global Greens Congress 
1—4 May 2008, São Paulo, Brazil 
Think and act globally and locally 
________________________________________ 


 
 
1 January 2008 
 


Global letter to Green parties and political 
movements 
 
 
Dear Friends 
 
As we count down to the Second Global Greens Congress in São Paulo Brazil, we are 
writing to provide you with some important planning information and to ask for your help in 
preparing for the meeting.  Specifically, we are asking Green parties and political movements 
to help by publicising the congress, by contributing funds and by facilitating a direct 
fundraising appeal to individual Greens supporters.   
 
Our aim for the Second Global Greens Congress is to take another big step towards building 
the Greens into a global political force.  In Canberra in 2001 we agreed on the Global Greens 
Charter.  In Brazil 2008, the main outcome will be 21 Points for the 21st Century:  Global 
Greens Climate Action Plan, the basis for coordinated action by Greens globally in the 
coming five years.  We will shortly be calling for ideas to feed into the plan covering all the 
ways in which we can meet the climate crisis:  political, social, environmental, cultural, 
economic and more.  The ideas should be action-oriented, they may be local or global, and 
they must be consistent with the Principles of the Global Greens Charter.  We will be setting 
up a computer register so that everyone can see the ideas as they are proposed and use 
them to develop their own plans.  Early next year, we will start drafting the 21 Points – short, 
sharp and effective! 
 
There will also be texts on the Greens’ post-Kyoto proposals, a Green charter for sustainable 
cities, biodiversity and forests, and the next steps for the Global Greens.  Delegates also 
have the opportunity to present resolutions for consideration. 
 
To make Global Greens 2008 as inclusive as possible, we will be raising funds to enable 
participants from low income countries to attend.  We will also be encouraging delegations to 
be gender balanced and where possible to give preference to young people and Indigenous 
people.   
 
To make it as environmentally responsible as possible, we encourage all those who attend in 
person to offset the climate impact of their travel.  We will also be doing our best to provide 
access to the conference over the internet and, of course, everyone will be able to help 
develop the 21 Points electronically. 
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We are planning a fantastic congress that sets high standards for inclusiveness and 
environmental responsibility and gives Greens from all over the world the chance to 
consolidate friendships and working relationships.   
 
For all this to happen, we need your help.  We would be very grateful if you could 


• Help us send a letter to all Greens members and supporters around the world asking 
them to donate to Global Green 2008.   Please email a member of the Steering 
Group below to indicate your participation. 


• Make a party contribution to Global Greens 2008.  Donation details are attached. 
• Publicise Global Greens 2008 to your members and supporters 
• Send delegates to participate in the Congress. 


 
We rarely meet as a Global Greens family and we appreciate everyone’s cooperation in 
making Global Greens 2008 a big success and a milestone in expanding our political 
strength.   If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact one of us.  We look 
forward to meeting you in São Paulo. 
 
With best Green wishes 
 
 
Global Greens Steering Group 
 
Leonardo Alvarez, Greens of the Americas, lalvarezromo@yahoo.com 
Juan Behrend, European Greens, Juan.behrend@europeangreens.org 
Margaret Blakers, Asia Pacific Greens, margaret.blakers@bigpond.com 
Sérgio Dialetechi, Brazilian Greens, sergiodialetachi@ig.com.br 
Thomas Fatheuer, Heinrich Boell Foundation, thomas.fatheuer@boell.org.br 
Mike Feinstein, webmaster, mfeinstein@feinstein.org 
Solomone Fifita, Asia Pacific Greens,  solomonefifita@yahoo.com 
Ralf Fuecks, Heinrich Boell Foundation, fuecks@boell.de 
Eva Goës, Green Forum, eva.goes@mp.se 
Catherine Grèze, European Greens, cgreze@lesverts.fr 
Johan Hamels, European Greens, johanhamels@yahoo.com 
Gaby Kueppers, Gabriele.Kueppers@europarl.europa.eu 
Lena Lindström, Green Forum, lena.lindstrom@mp.se 
Marco Mroz, Brazilian Greens, mrozverde@uol.com.br 
Janna Schönfeld, Global Young Greens, frithjof.schmidt-assistant@europarl.europa.eu 
Juan Manuel Velasco, Greens of the Americas, diputadovelasco@gmail.com 
Satoko Watanabe, Asia Pacific Greens, satoko.watanabe@nifty.com 
Julia Willebrand, Greens of the Americas, julia.willebrand@verizon.net 
 
 
Documents with this letter 
 
Working draft program, 2nd Global Greens Congress 
Important information, 2nd  Global Greens Congress 
Fundraising letter for Green members and supporters around the world 
Donation form  
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Donate to the 2nd Global Greens Congress 
And sign up to receive periodic Brazil 2008 email updates 
 


Join Greens from around the world to help fund our Global Greens meeting in a decentralized, 
grassroots way!  
 


First name:  


Last name:  


E-mail address:  


Street:  


City:  


Country:  


Phone:  


Green group (if any): 


Amount in Euro:  
Do you want to be on the webblist of donors for the Global Greens?  Yes/No 


Do you want to get email updates on Brazil 2008?   Yes/No                   


Signature:  


 
Donation Options 
 


You can easily donate on our website where you can chose to pay with either your credit card 
or your PayPal account. Go to www.globalgreens.org/brazil2008.  
 


You can also pay to an account that your national or regional party instructs you to.  
 


And you can pay directly to our bank account in Sweden with the following details: 
1. Accountholder:  Green Forum Foundation 
2. Bank:   Nordea AB 
3. Bank address:   Box 49083, S-100 28 Stockholm, Sweden. 
4. SWIFT nr:   NDEASESS 
5. Account number:   9960 4201 4099 60 


 


If you are an EU citizen you can pay to the IBAN account number SE29 9500 0099 6042 0140 
9960. The fee will then be lower. 
 


Send this donation form to Green Forum Foundation, Pustegränd 1-3, S-118 20 
Stockholm, Sweden (email lena.lindstrom@mp.se) or to the address your national or 
regional party instructs you to. 
 


Thank you for your support!   
 


The Global Greens 2008 Steering Group 
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1 January 2008 
 


A letter to Greens members and supporters 
everywhere 
 
 
Dear Green friends 
 
You have a special place in history.  As a Green you are part of a local, national and global 
family, committed to acting globally as well as locally.  In this time of climate crisis our positive 
global outlook is vital.   That is why, for the first time ever, we are writing to you and Greens 
around the world.  We are asking for your support to ensure that the Second Global Greens 
Congress in São Paulo Brazil from 1—4 May, 2008 is a huge political and practical success. 
 
At the first Global Greens Conference in 2001 in Australia we shared inspiration, energy and 
ideas.  We adopted our Global Greens Charter and set up the mechanisms for Global Green 
coordination.  
 
Examples now abound of important Green initiatives around the world.  In the recent Global 
Greens Bali Declaration we committed to reducing global greenhouse gas emissions by at least 
60% by 2050 and excluding nuclear power from the mix.  In Sweden, Greens have brought the 
international development assistance budget to 1% of Gross National Income, with a large slice 
set aside for environmentally related programs.  In a breakthrough for Japanese politics, the 
Greens Mr. Ryuhei Kawada, 31-year-old HIV-positive human rights activist, was elected to the 
Upper House in July 2007.  In 2005, 14 Greens from 10 countries met in Bogota, Colombia, to 
campaign for the liberation of thousands of hostages, including the Greens’ Ingrid Betancourt 
and Clara Rojas kidnapped in February 2002.  In recent weeks, Asia Pacific Greens jointly 
condemned the assassination of Benazir Bhutto and called for human rights and free and fair 
elections in Pakistan.  And in an optimistic sign for the future, the Global Young Greens held 
their founding Congress in Nairobi, Kenya, in January 2007. 
 
The Second Global Greens Congress will build on these achievements with a focus on action.  
We will be proposing the 21 Points for the 21st Century:  Global Greens Climate Action Plan for 
adoption, as well as texts on sustainable cities, post-Kyoto proposals, forests and biodiversity, 
and next steps for the Global Greens.  Soon we will be inviting your ideas for the 21 Points 
where we will spell out how we can really make a difference to solving the climate crisis.   
 
The Brazilian Greens, our hosts, and the Global Greens 2008 Steering Group are working to 
ensure that the Congress will be as inclusive, exciting and environmentally sound as possible.  
This means supporting participation by Greens from low income countries and young Greens; 
providing options for internet participation; offsetting greenhouse gas emissions; and translating 
the proceedings into several languages.   
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Please help us make the second Global Greens Congress truly global and truly Green by 
making an urgently needed donation.  Every amount helps, no matter how large or small.  For 
example, one hour of simultaneous interpretation will cost 49 euro;  1000 euro will get a 
delegate from Africa to São Paulo;  10 or 20 euro will buy a segment of time on the internet.  
Your donation will be acknowledged on the Global Greens web page.   
 
Please donate now by visiting  www.globalgreens.org/brazil2008 or by giving directly to the 
Global Greens fund in your country.  It’s really easy and it will make difference!   
 
The future of life on earth as we know it depends on bringing Green ideas into power in the 
coming decade!  Your gift will help make the 2008 Global Greens Conference an inclusive, 
powerful and successful step towards this goal. 
 
With thanks and Green friendship 
 
 
Global Greens Steering Group 
 
Leonardo Alvarez, Greens of the Americas, lalvarezromo@yahoo.com 
Juan Behrend, European Greens, Juan.behrend@europeangreens.org 
Margaret Blakers, Asia Pacific Greens, margaret.blakers@bigpond.com 
Sérgio Dialetechi, Brazilian Greens, sergiodialetachi@ig.com.br 
Thomas Fatheuer, Heinrich Boell Foundation, thomas.fatheuer@boell.org.br 
Mike Feinstein, webmaster, mfeinstein@feinstein.org 
Solomone Fifita, Asia Pacific Greens, solomonefifita@yahoo.com 
Ralf Fuecks, Heinrich Boell Foundation, fuecks@boell.de 
Eva Goës, Green Forum, eva.goes@mp.se 
Catherine Grèze, European Greens, cgreze@lesverts.fr 
Johan Hamels, European Greens, johanhamels@yahoo.com 
Gaby Kueppers, Gabriele.Kueppers@europarl.europa.eu 
Lena Lindström, Green Forum, lena.lindstrom@mp.se 
Marco Mroz, Brazilian Greens, mrozverde@uol.com.br 
Janna Schönfeld, Global Young Greens, frithjof.schmidt-assistant@europarl.europa.eu 
Juan Manuel Velasco, Greens of the Americas, diputadovelasco@gmail.com 
Satoko Watanabe, Asia Pacific Greens, satoko.watanabe@nifty.com 
Julia Willebrand, Greens of the Americas, julia.willebrand@verizon.net 
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Important information 
 
The Second Global Greens Congress will be held in São Paulo Brazil from 1—4 May 2008.  
This globally significant gathering will set the agenda for Green politics and climate action for 
the next five years.  It comes seven years after the first Global Greens Congress in Canberra in 
2001, where the Global Greens Charter was adopted, and the Global Greens Coordination and 
the Global Greens Network were established.  The Congress is hosted by the Brazilian Greens 
and organised by the Global Greens 2008 Steering Group. 
 
1. Program and activities 
 
The program for the second Global Greens Congress will have something for everyone.  Key 
themes will be the climate crisis, the post-Kyoto negotiations, forests and biodiversity, 
sustainable cities and the future of the Global Greens.  There will high profile Green speakers 
from around the world, plus workshops and practical activities.  Participants will also be able to 
organise their own workshops.  Politically, the main outcomes will be the Greens action plans 
for the climate crisis, post-Kyoto negotiations and biodiversity, and a proposal to establish a 
Global Greens secretariat. There will also be a process for resolutions to be considered. 
 
As in Canberra 2001, the Heinrich Boell Foundation will hold a forum preceding the Global 
Greens Congress.  It will focus on sustainable cities and the role of the Greens between 
responsibilities and opposition. 
 
2. 21 Points for the 21st Century:  Global Greens Climate Action Plan 
 
Green parties and movements, and their members and supporters, will soon be invited to put 
forward ideas for the Greens’ climate action plan.  The aim is to agree on a short list of actions 
that we will work to implement in the next five to ten years.  Ideas may be local, global or 
anything in between.  They should be action-oriented and must be consistent with the Principles 
of the Global Greens Charter.  All ideas will go into a searchable computer data base and be 
part of the input to the 21 Points.  The draft 21 Points will be circulated in advance and 
submitted to the Global Greens Congress for discussion and adoption. 
 
3. Fundraising 
 
For the Second Global Greens Congress to be truly global and truly Green we need to support 
participation from low income countries, young people and others who could not otherwise 
attend.  Donations from Greens and supporters around the world are not just welcome, they are 
essential.  Donate now at www.globalgreens.org/brazil2008.  It’s easy! 
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For more information about fundraising and donations, please contact one of the following 
members of the Steering Group: 


Margaret Blakers, margaret.blakers@bigpond.com 
Lena Lindström, lena.lindstrom@mp.se 
Catherine Grèze, cgreze@lesverts.fr 
Janna Schönfeld, frithjof.schmidt-assistant@europarl.europa.eu 
Leonardo Alvarez, lalvarezromo@yahoo.com 


 
4. Delegates, speaking and voting 
 
Green parties and political movements recognised by their federation/network can take part in 
decision-making at the Congress.  Each country will be entitled to three delegates with speaking 
and voting rights.  If there is more than one political party or movement in a country, recognised 
by the relevant federation or network, they should cooperate in deciding who should speak and 
vote.   
 
If you plan to send two delegates, one must be a woman and one a man.  If you plan to send 
three delegates, we strongly recommend that the third be a young person, under the age of 36.  
Where possible indigenous representatives should be included.  Detailed procedures for the 
Congress will be circulated closer to the date. 
 
Because time is running quickly, please inform your federation or network, or the Global Greens 
2008 Steering Group, as soon as possible of the delegates who will be attending and whether 
they need financial support.  The sooner this is done, the faster we can coordinate with donors.  
Support will be shared according to the amount of funds we raise and in accordance with 
agreed criteria established by the Steering Group. 
 
5. Low carbon centre 
 
We will be working to make the Congress as environmentally sound as possible. If you are 
coming to Brazil, we strongly encourage you to offset the carbon cost of your travel.  For those 
who won’t be there in person, we are planning to provide access over the internet.  
 
6. Practicalities 
 
Venue Memoria da America Latina, São Paulo Brazil.  www.memorial.sp.gov.br 
Date 1—4 May 2008 
Cost The registration fee is expected to be about 200 euro for waged participants and will 
include morning and afternoon teas and lunches.  Vegetarian options will be available.  
Participants will need to cover their own travel and accommodation costs.  For accommodation 
suggestions, see www.globalgreens.org.br. 
 
More information 
   
About the Congress.  Check here for details about how to register, where to stay, visa 
requirements, program and activities:  www.globalgreens.org.br  
About the Global Greens.  Find out about the Greens, make a donation:  www.globalgreens.org 
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Working draft program, January 2008 
 
 
Thursday 1st May Heinrich Boell Foundation (HBF) Forum 
10:00--13:00 


Heinrich Boell Forum I:  Sustainable Cities 
Regional meetings (optional) 


13:00--15:00 Lunch 


15:00 --18:00   
Heinrich Boell Forum II:  Greens between responsibilities and 
opposition 
Regional meetings (optional) 


18:00 --19:00 Pause 
 


2nd Global Greens Congress  
19:00 --21:00 Plenary I:  Welcome and official opening 
21:00 -- 23:00 Welcome dinner 
 
 
Friday 2nd May  


10:00 -- 12:00 
Plenary 2:  Climate crisis.  Impacts on communities, economies and 
and peace and international stability  
General debate;  conclusion by a top green speaker 


12:00 – 13:00 
Presentation of draft resolutions: 


• 21 Points for the 21st Century 
• Future of Global Greens 


13:00 -- 15:00 Lunch 
15:00 – 17:00 Workshop session 1:  Shaping the 21 Points for the 21st Century 
17.00 -- 17.30 Pause 
17.30 Deadline for proposed resolutions 


17:30  – 19:30  
 


Plenary 3:  Dealing with the climate crisis.  The Greens post-Kyoto 
proposal 
Speakers, general debate 
Presentation of draft resolution 
General debate 


20:00 Dinner plus party 
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Saturday 3rd May 


9:00 to 11:00 


Plenary 4:  Biodiversity in times of forest destruction, desertification and 
agro-fuels  
Speakers, general debate 
Presentation of draft resolution  
General debate  


11:00 – 11:30 Coffee break 


11:30 -- 13:00 


Workshop session 2:   
Negotiating committees to consider the following texts  


a) 21 Points for the 21st Century 
b) Post Kyoto 
c) Green charter for sustainable cities 
d) Next steps for the Global Greens 
e) Biodiversity and forests 
f) Proposed resolutions, e.g. minority rights, gender, feminicide, 


regional issues, Greens etc 
Spontaneous workshops 


13:00 --15:00  
Lunch 
Time for delegations to meet and discuss proposed texts (deadline for 
amendments 17:30 Saturday 3 May) 


15:00 – 17:00 
 


Plenary 5: The future of the Global Greens 
Speakers, general debate 


17:00 -- 17:30 Pause 
17.30 Deadline for amendments to proposed texts 


17:30 -- 19:00  
 


Plenary 6:  Presentation of the Green Charter for Sustainable Cities and 
conclusion of HBF Forum 
General debate 


19:00 --20:00 Presentation on the state of play concerning the different texts 
20:30 – 23:00 Dinner 
 
 
Sunday 4th May 
9:30 -- 11:30 Plenary 7:  Short discussion and decision on proposed texts 
11:30 -- 12:00 Pause 
12:00 --13:00 Close of official Congress 


Afternoon  
Different options from sight-seeing to participation at specific activities 
or spontaneous work shops 
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